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1. (cancelled) 



2. (currently amended) Tho oompooito wh eel of c l a i m 1, A composite wheel. 
comprising: 

a wheel havino an outer surface and a centrally located hub ape rture extending 
through the wheel: and 

a wheel cap havino a body portion and a plurality of flexibly res ilient fingers 
extending substantially orthogonal to the body portion, each finger ha ving a pair of side 
walls and an integrally formed outer wall, the outer wall inc luding a centrally located 
portion and rounded abutment portions located proximate the side w alls and laterally 
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from the centralMocated portion, wherein the finffers abut the hub aperture when the 
wheel cap Is assembled with the wheel and wherein the centrally located portion of 
each finger includes a first radius of curvature, and wherein the abutment portion of 
each finger includes a second radius of curvature different than the first radius of 
curvature. 

3. (previously presented) The composite wheel of claim 2, wherein the second radius 
of cun/ature is less than the first radius of cun/ature. 

4. (previously presented) The composite wheel of claim 3, wherein the hub aperture of 
the wheel includes an Interior wall and an annular locking ring extending inwardly from 
the interior wall, each finger includes a locking nub located along a length thereof, and 
wherein each finger is flexible between an assembly position, wherein the locking nub of 
each finger is aligned with the annular locking ring, and an assembled position, wherein 
the locking nub of each finger Is positioned behind the locking ring, 

5. (original) The composite wheel of claim 4, wherein the second radius of curvature of 
each finger is substantially similar to an inner radius of the annular locking ring when the 
fingers are in the assembly position. 

6. (previously presented) The composite wheel of claim 5. wherein the fingers are 
flexed inwardly when in the assembled position. 

7. (original) The composite wheel of claim 6, wherein the body portion of the wheel 
cap is substantially planar. 

8. (previously presented) The composite wheel of claim 7. wherein the body portion of 
the wheel cap includes a circumferentlally extending rim adjustable with the outer 
surface of the wheel when the fingers are in the assembled position. 
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9. (original) The composite wheel of claim 8, further including: 

a flexibly resilient ring abutting an interior surface of each of the fingers and 
biasing the fingers radially outwardly. 

10. (currently amended) The composite wheel of daim [[1]] 2, further Including: 

a flexibly resilient ring abutting an interior surface of each of the fingers and 
biasing the fingers radially outwardly. 

11. (cunrently amended) The composite wheel of claim [[1]] 2, wherein the hub 
aperture of the wheel includes an interior wall and an annular locking ring extending 
inwardly from the interior wall, each finger includes a locking nub located along a length 
thereof, and wherein each finger is flexible between an assembly position, wherein the 
locking nub of each finger is aligned with the annular locking ring, and an assembled 
position, wherein the locking nub of each finger is positioned behind the locking ring. 

12. (previously presented) The composite wheel of claim 11. wherein the centrally 
located portion of each finger includes a first radius of cun/ature, the abutment portion of 
each finger includes a second radius of curvature different than the first radius of 
curvature, and wherein the second radius of curvature of each finger is substantially 
similar to an inner radius of the annular locking ring when the fingers are in the 
assembly position. 

13. (cun-ently amended) The composite wheel of claim [[1]1 2, wherein the fingers are 
flexed inwardly when in the assembled condition. 



14. (cunrently amended) The composite wheel of claim [[1D 2, wherein the body portion 
of the wheel cap includes a circumferentially extending rim that abuts the outer surface 
of the wheel when the fingers are in the assembled position. 



1 5/ (previously presented) A wheel center cap for a vehicle wheel, comprising: 




a substantially planar body portion; and 
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a plurality of flexibly resilient fingers extending substantially orthogonal to the 
body portion and adapted to be received within a hub aperture of a wheel, each finger 
having a pair of side walls and an integrally formed outer wall, the outer wall including a 
centrally located portion defining a first radius of curvature, and rounded abutment 
portions located proximate the side walls and laterally from the centrally located portion 
and having a second radius of curvature that is less than the first radius of curvature. 

16. (original) The wheel center cap of claim 15, wherein each finger Includes a locking 
nub located along a length thereof, and wrtierein each finger is flexible between an 
assembly position and an assembled position. 

17. (previously presented) The wheel center cap of claim 16, wherein the second 
radius of curvature of each finger is adapted to be substantially similar to an inner radius 
of a raised locking ring within the hub aperture of the wheel when the fingers are in the 
assembly position. 

18. (original) The wheel center cap of claim 17, wherein the fingers are flexed inwardly 
when in the assembled condition. 

19. (previously presented) The wheel center cap of claim 18, wherein the body portion 
includes a circumferentially extending rim that is adapted to abut the outer surface of 
the wrtieel when the fingers are in the assembled position. 

20. (previously presented) The wrtieel center cap of claim 15, wherein the first radius of 
curvature of each finger is adapted to be substantially similar to an inner radius of a 
raised locking ring within the central aperture of the wheel when the fingers are in an 
assembly position. 

21. (original) The wheel center cap of daim 15, wherein the fingers are flexed inwardly 
when in an assembled condition. 
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^ (currently amended) A method of assembling a wheel cap within a vehicle wheel, 
comprising: 

providing a wheel having an outer surface and a centrally located hub aperture 
extending through the wheel, the hub aperture having a first radius; 

providing a wheel cap having a body portion and a plurality of flexibly resilient 
fingers extending substantially orthogonal to the body portion, each finger having a pair 
of side walls and an integrally fomied outer wall, the outer wall including a centrally 
located portion having a second radius and rounded abutment portions located 
proximate the side walls and laterallv fr om the centraliv-located portion and each having 
a third radius, wherein the third radius is less than the second radius; 

aligning the fingers of the wheel cap with the hub aperture of the wheel; and 

providing an inwardly directed force to the body portion of the wheel cap, thereby 
forcing the legs to flex inwardly until the rounded abutment portions of the fingers abut 
the hub aperture of the wheel assembly. 

23. (previously presented) The method claim 22. wherein the step of providing the 
wheel includes providing an annular locking ring extending from a surface of the hub 
aperture, the step of providing the wheel cap includes providing each finger with a nub 
located along a length thereof, and wherein the step of providing the inwardly directed 
force includes continuing to apply the inwardly directed force until the nub of each finger 
is seated behind the annular locking ring. 

24. (cancelled) 

(currently amended) Tho oompooito whool of cinim A ppmpp^ite wh?el, 
comprisina: 

a wheel havino an outer surface and a circ umferentiallv extending wall; and 
a wh^l r.ap having a bodv portion and a pluralitv of flexibly resilient fingers 
extending substantiallv orthonnnal to the b o ^y portion and abutting the circumfgrentially 
extending wall of the wheal- each finge r having a pair of side walls, an integrally fomi^d 
outer wall, and rounded abutment port ions located laterallv from the outer wall and 
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extending between and lonaitudirtallv along tlie side walls a nd the outer wall, wherein 
the body portion includes a first radius of curvature, and wherein the abutment portions 
include a second radius of curvature that is different than the first radius of curvature. 

26. (cancelled) 



27} (currently amended) Thn mhnn i nnntnr nap of o l a i m 26. A wheel center cap for a 
vehicle wheel, comprising: 

a substantially planar bodv portion: and 

a plurality of flexibly resilient fingers extending subs tantlallv orthogonal to the 
bodv portion and adapted to abut a circumferentiallv extend ing wall of a wheel, each 
finger having a pair of side walls and an Inteor allv formed outer wall, and rounded 
abutment portions located laterally from the oute r wall and between and extending 
longitudinally alone the side walls and the outer wall, wherein the outer wall includes a 
first radius of curvature and the abutment portions include a second radius of curvature 
that is different than the first radius of curvature. 




Respectfully submitted, 



By: Price, Heneveld, Cooper, 
DeWitt & Litton, LLP 
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